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"we expect unto us a paternal protection: the ark
"of government of which kingdom hath ever been
"steered by the laws of the same; and these dis-
"tributed to the jurisdiction of several courts of
"justice; the commanding and imperial court
"whereof is this your Majesty's great and high
"court of parliament; by whose power only new
"laws are to be instituted, imperfect laws reformed,
"and inconvenient laws abrogated; whose justice
"therein is such, and so absolute, that no such laws
"can either be instituted, reformed, or abrogated
"but by the unity of the commons agreement, the
"Lords accord, and your majesty's royal and regal
"assent; only to your highnesses prerogative nul-
"lity, by your own disassent to their conclusions,
"belongeth; for that this court standeth com-
"pounded of two powers; the one ordinary, the
"other absolute: ordinary, in the lords and com-
"mons proceedings: but in your highness, absolute,
"either negatively to frustrate, or affirmatively to
"confirm but not to institute1/' When there was
so much accordance of view between the king and
his people, there seemed to be every prospect that
they might each play their parts harmoniously for
the good of the realm.

H     The hopes that had been cherished at the be-
ginning of   the reign were,  however,   soon
dashed to the ground. The spirit of compromise, to
which the English readily adjust themselves, was
1 Ibid. p. 989.